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Tyrone Flowers

barely survived

the juvenile'system:
Then he was'shot.
Then he became

a lawyer. Now he's
helping KC youth

find success.
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| passion, vision and ambition, Tyrone Flowers confronts the evils that vex KC's y
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swanthly birthday parties ai Charlie Parker Square, Tyrone Flowers (lefi) sings “Happy Birth-
¥ Rondale Benson, 9. Flowers says he didn’t have birthday parties when e was a youngster.

Slar magnzine

STORY BY TONI Wo0D
PHOTOS BY JILL TOYOSHIBA




Al & Higher M-Pact lund-raiser at the
Dewnitown Marrion, Flowers [second
Trom befi) shokes hands with Sean
Mierritt of Kansas Clty. In the back-
ground, Harvest Church's Steve Houpe
greets LLS, Sen. Jim Talent.

an attempt 1o help him, they asked per-
sl questions about his family. But
Flowers had boen taught not o talk
about his people, and the “system” was
absalutely bewildering to him.

Years later, as an aduli, Flowers ob-
mined his personal file from one of the
facilitics where he once lived, and he

INSPIRING

By now Tyrone Flowers has told his
siory hundneds of times, xpeal:ing (T3]
groups ol children, businessmen or
whisle conference rooms of people who
havve litthe in common with him. He tells
it a linle 1IjH'r|'|,'nI!I}'ﬂ|d‘| tirme bscaese so
masch has happened o him.

Bast ulwa'!.'.r- the theme ks the same: He
Wils @ ﬁ“l(‘l‘n kid™ tha the system gave
i on again and again.

Aboneg the way, however, a lew people
showed him the simplest kindnesses,
and he meoounts those gestures in vivid
detall because they shaped his view of
what the world could offer.

“There's no rocket science in this,” he
told a group recently. “We're talking
about people getting 1ogether 1o try o
make a difference with a small, targeted
population.®

He is sofi-spoken, so people have 1o
listen carcfully when he talks, But they
do listen, and ofien they emd up in-
volved in Flowers' nonprofit organiza-
tion, Higher M-Pact.

Ray Evans, ing partner for a 6i-
mancial firm in Overland Park, first heard
Flowers speak al a Plaza luncheon a
couple of years ago. Now he's a member

of the boand for Higher M-Pact.

“Tyrone is what [ want to be like when
| *grovw up.' © Bvans said. “He's doing all
the things that 1 wish | were man
encugh and strong enough to do.

“Tyrone is impiring withemst l:nuwing
he's inspiring. He's so seliless; he sell
doesn’t have any idea the impact he has
on peaphe”

EXTREMELY AGGRESSIVE

Flowers was bom in 1970 in Kansas
City 1o a teenage mother and fiher who
were nol marrsed and not pre ol o
mise & child Flowers remembers just
four or five interactions with his fabher,
who was mardered when Flowens was
LIS

His gramdmaother ook over his care
when he was quite young, She was mis-
lng 12 children of her own in a Kansas
City housing projeci, and although it
was difficult, Flowers remembsers being
loved and surrounded by Gamily,

But when he was just 7 years obd, his
randmother became il and the juve-
nile justice system nemoved  Flowers
froam the home and ook over his cune,

From that time untdl he was 17, Flow-
ers was part of the ®system.”

Strangers were in charge of his life. In

siar magazine

read one document after another about
irmself,

He read about an aggressive, unman
ageable, competitive boy who was often
s0 upset that he ran out of buildings or

JM hack, verbally and sometimes
physically.

He was s0 hard 1o handbe, in fact, that
al ong point a docior imu'rihnql Haddal
and Thorazine for him, making him le
thargic and unable to function, he ssys

Tony Villarneal was a child cape worker
at Marillac Center for Children when
Flowers was a reshdent there. He re
members Flowers os a handsome, intel-
ligent by who was full of life and who
hiasd amazing athletic abilities.

“He was very obviously a leader, o
question about it,” Villarreal says. "Bt it
was not in a very socialized way, and
there was always a struggle for pecking
arder in that emvimament.

"I"ll:n!ul:ll:,' his 'I1imﬂt deficii was his
Inahlliu,- 1o handhe his anger. He was éx-
tremely aggressive — unbelievably sa.”

GOING HOME

During that tme Flowers was not al-
lowed to go see his family for the holi-
days, so Villarmeal got permission o iake
Flowers 1o his family's home for Thanks-
giving and Christmas dinners.

Villarreal's family lived in a suburban
hame in Belion, and their dinner was a
normal affair with turkey and mashed
potatmes.

Bant for Flowers, it was like entering
another workd. He had no idea that peo-
ol Bl Bikoe thear,

Many years later Flowers found Tomy
Villarreal, and they struck up o new
[riendship.

“Wie had a conversation after all these
years, and he said something that really
got to me,” Villarreal says, “He said, ‘1
wouldn't have done a lot of this if | had
ever the opportunity o know
vy thee cither bl lives"

1 guess | was pretty naive when [ was
a child care worker because [ didn't real-
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