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Dell fackson broke into

houses o make money o

feed his family Shawndell

Moss was selling cocaine ar
age 11 and two vears later began serving
a four=year drug sentemce. At age 13
Fierre Ward was living on his awn in
the srects of Kansas City, Mo.

Today they all are headed o college
thanks to Tyrone Flowers, founder of
Higher M-Pacs, a fith-based organiza-
ricn thar disciples ar-risk young men.

An anorney, Flowers s po stranger o
the streets of Kansis Cirg He lived with his
grandmotleer until Ie was T and then lived
i stte juvenile cilioes uned he was 17,
Froum age 15 vo age 16 e wis mcancerated
ac el cCune Scliool for Boys in Indepen-
dence, Mo, for being uncomtrollible.

1 was told that | wouldn't make it
and thar [ needed o be in special edu-
cavioa,” he aid. [ was dixgnosed with
ADD and AHD™

Arage 17, he moved 10 with a drug-
addieted aunt but kept her addicion
seeret to avord being returned o juve-
nile facilities.

I T e takee care of mysclf)” he said,
“We had no electricity, and sometimes |
wiould have to steal milk so | could ea
nay cereal. Mo one had amy idea thar mos:
times | didn’t have anything o car”

Flovwers was a high school baskerball
star with the potential of earning an ath-
lete scholasship, Bue a gunshor ended
those hopes,

“1 was on a bus wath my friessds, and
1 got mites a0 argument with 4 gy from
school;" e said, " When we got off the bus,

Attorney Tyrone Flowers seeks to mentor young men
is Higher M-Pact organization

Ministry ‘Disciples’
At-Risk Urban Males

he pulled oamt 3 guan and shot me”

Flonwers s left paralyzed from the wars
dovm and confined ta a wheelchair 1 was
plinmang on killing the g but before |
oould get ham, God got me,” he sad,

During his senior year
of high schoal. he moved m
with another reliive who
artended Harvest Charch, 2
charismatic congregation in
Karmas Cigv,

“1 got saved and healed
of the paim from that cime oo
wherz | have a healthy rela-
tonship with the [shooter]
today” he said,

Flowers sttended Penn
Villey Community Col-
kege and them went on
the University of Missouri in Columbbia,
where he launched 4 weekly Bible study
for students. Dr. Ellis Ingram, 3 Christian
anid promiment pathologisn ot Universicy
Hespial, acended the Bible sudy and
began meentoring Flowers. "1 was neally
impeessed with Tymnes ability o share
the Word of Gol,” Ingram said, “God
really moved in thaose Dable studies”

The summer before he graduaced,
Floswers wad an antern at MeCune School
for Bovs. He theught the assgnnient would
b casy, but the dungeon-like atnwosphere
mevived painful memories. 1 dido’t think
Godd could use me here,)” he sad,

Then Flowers started talking with a
bay i the cell he once oocupied.

“When 1 tald ham chat he was saving
m nry former cell, Il pever fomger the
smile on that kid’s face” Flowers said “He

¥ Tyrane Flowers

wad proud to have something in common
with me

The waff noticed that it rook Flowers
only a few hours to build the st
and rapport that ook them months
to develop. “These youth were abused
and neglected, and a lot of them are too
embarrassed o ralk abour ic” he said,
“The staff had no clue about the sees
they had to deal wish, ™

Dhering those times of @lking with the
voung men, Flowers said God crystallized
his callimg, “Iv became clear as the sky is
blue,” he sasd, “I realized thas this is my
calling. From then on, every decision |
made was o fulfill this God-given pur-
pose. Thats when | decided o go o Law
sl

Droors began o open for
him o share his testimony.
At prizons, inmates clam-
ored for his aueograph. Ax
banguets, individuals were
moved after he shared hiy
story. A minery was being
born thar would send him
lack o wherne he started.

Adter he graduated from
b school, Flowers founded
Higher M=Pact to reach
hagh-risk urban males, “I'm
goang after the worst of the wone, he sd,
“I want the guys who are sexually active,
society thronananys and dneg dealers, 1 plan
om betng in thelr v fom one o 10
vears. | Limit the group © no mone than
15, whe | call noy leaders.”

Jacksom, Moss and Ward are part of
that geroup, “Jeses had 12 disciples. bur
He ministered wp the masses,” Flowers
said. “He gave the discipbes the knowl-
edge o create a foundation and then
beft it ug to chem. ['im not ere to make
decisions for them,”

Inszead, Flowers leads by exangple.” ve
learned 3 lor from Tyrone” Moss said.
“When 1 was bocked up, he was the only
one who was there for mie. I'm real forn-
nate, He helped ine bearn a bot about life”

~LEILAMI HAYWOOD
i Kansas City, Ma.
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