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President ‘Bush Marks the 81st Celebration of
African American History Month

?1' l T “The theme of this years African American History
{ L ‘ Month is, “From Slavery to Freedom: A fricans in the
i . y ; Americas.” For hundreds of years, the people of Africa
] were bought and sold by colonial merchants and
transported as carge to this hemisphere. .. Yat despite
these assaults on culture and humanity, the children of
Africa persevered. They kept faith that the freedom that
God intended for all would one day be theirs. And across
this hemisphere in different places and at
- different times, that faith would be redeemed.”
Premident Gaorge W, Busk, stasding with manbers of the Jasksan High

Sehoal Black Histary Tour Graup of Jackos, Wickigen, gives rmarks — Presidlent George W. Bush
in the Exst Room of the Wit House, Maniay Feb. 12, 2007, during the
wslkbration of Arican American Histary Manth.

President George W, Bush welcomed and praised a
crowd of over 200 leaders on February 12, 2007 for
a celebration honoring African American History
Month. This year’s theme was “From Slawvery to
Freedom: Africans in the Americas.”

The president persomally acknowledged the good
work and contributions of several individuals seated
in the audience. Among them were Paralympics skier
Bonnie 5t. John, Mississippi State University head
foothall coach Sylvester Croom, astronauts Robert
Curbeam and Joan Higginbotham, Higher M-Pact :
founder Tyrone Flowers, Jim “Mudcat” Grant of the '
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Hero Wesley Autrey, Chairman of the House Ways In the East Aoom of the Wille Houe, Monday, Feb. 12, 2007, during the
calebraiion of Arlean American Higtory Monl.
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Presidant Georys W, Bach mest with Bansia 81 Joha in tha Bluz Roon befors
ani svest camnamorating Afrisan Amarican Histary Manth. Bonie 5. Jahe is
the st Afrisas Amerisan alyprio wki madalisl.

“Tyrone Flowers is an inferesting story one that speaks to a good

heary [ suspect @ gracious and gloriows God, as well. He was

a basketball star, and he was headed for college and perhaps a

scholarship. He was living the dream of a lot of folks. And he got
shor, and he’s paralyzed.

The mteresting thing about this good man is a lot of people would
hive either quit or soughtrevenge. But mot him. He picked a different
path and found a different calling. He went to a commumity college.
He earned a bachelors degree. And then he became a lawyer.
Fourteen years ago, he and his wife founded a group mlled Higher
M-pact. Higher M-pact has this goal: fo help today’s high risk
sirban youth become tomorrow’s leaders. That &5 @ noble goal. It is
a necessary goal. And it’s a goal that [ suspect is more likely to be
achieved because this good man has decided to turn a horrific act
into an act of love.”

— President George W, Bush

“T waant to tell you the story of Bornie 5t. John. She grew up in
California, which is -- most places in California are not very
dose to the snow. But she wanted to be a skier. The problem was
a age five she lost one of her legs. Bur she never lost her dream.
She said she fell down a lot while learning to ski, but she also
learned the key to success was how fast she got up after the fall.
And so she went to Hanwrd and she became a Rhodes scholar.
And then she won medals in downhill skiing in the Raralympics.
She owns her own small business, She’s writing an inspirational
book to encourage others, She is the kind of person that you re-
ally want to be around, and the kind of person that shows theat

individual courage marvers in lifg.”

— President George W. Bush

Presifait Georgs W. BLsh mests with Tyrone Fowens in e Bl Aron beom
o ewesl sommnemorating Alrian Amerton Hisiony Month, Tyran, with the
gy of GHTist, pulled NS ET A of (e ashes of Ng-Msk oo ndensies
ond han sommiiied his 1 o esloring kops, sedng ond developing Hgh-rik
youth to [ead produtive and positive ives.

To see all activities regarding African American History Month, please visit

hitpatwwwowhirchouse.gov/history/africanamerican/
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